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The following letter from T. Winkler, sent from Hamburg on
the 3rd May, 1866, gives a very good idea of the situation :
" Hamburg, 3rd May, 1866.
" my dear alfred,
" I need not tell you what a storm has descended about our
ears, as the result of the various accidents that have occurred.
You can well imagine it. In the course of a couple of days the
events at Aspinwall, San Francisco and here have excited people
to such an extent that I feared we should not be able to transport
a single can of oil before people had calmed down.
" It is at the moment absolutely impossible to send consignments
to Belgium and England, or indeed, to send any consignment from
Hamburg. The load of 1,250 pounds which was on its way to
London has been prohibited, and that idiot, Cuscl (the agent in
London), cannot make up his mind whether to send the consign-
ment back, or to throw it into the sea—in a word, according to
the latest news, the difficulties have increased to such an extent
that it is no laughing matter at all, and I must proceed very
cautiously or we shall run the risk of getting into financial
difficulties.
" For this reason I have asked Rosen not to travel to Paris
until everything, including the political situation, is more favour-
able, I have asked Cusel to arrange with Wood Cooper to ter-
minate the travelling expenses allowance, as we cannot send any
oil for the time being, I am stopping the production of oil, as we
have ten thousand pounds on hand, and I am making every effort
to cut down expenses, so that we may be in a position to weather
this crisis which, like everything in this world, must be given time
to work itself out. As for the future, we must wait and see; I shall
continue to hope, and indeed I believe that all will be well if only
we have the means to overcome these difficulties and to make good
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